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ABOUT THE SPOTLIGHT AWARDS PROGRAM 
The Spotlight Awards program is an arts education initiative of the Tennessee Performing Arts Center which 
celebrates, supports, and grows the artistry and diverse community of high school theatre programs in 
Tennessee while developing confidence, creativity, empathy, and collaboration among schools.  The Spotlight 
Awards strives to embody a spirit of camaraderie, diversity and inclusion, celebration for the arts, and a 
growth mindset. 
 
 
Community instead of competition 
The Spotlight Awards is designed to be celebratory rather than competitive in nature.  Participating schools are 
not directly competing against each other, but rather challenging themselves to continually grow and create 
the best possible work they can in their unique circumstances regardless of budget or size of the production. 
Different teams of adjudicators attend each production, and are asked to provide valuable feedback, not in 
comparison, but rather in the hopes of celebrating the achievements of each production and offering insights 
for strengthening future shows. The Spotlight Awards strives to embody a spirit of camaraderie, diversity and 
inclusion, celebration for the arts, and a growth mindset. We hope that each school will cultivate the arts 
community by supporting each other during the year, as well as at the ceremony.    
 
 
 
Program Goals 
 

• To celebrate, support, grow, and advocate for high school theatre education by recognizing excellence 
in area high school theatre productions 

• To strengthen our community by instilling values of diversity and inclusion, artistic excellence, 
creativity, a growth mindset, and collaboration in our participants 

• To engage community members, schools, and families in an inclusive celebration of theatre 

• To provide high quality, diverse educational experiences in dance, theatre, and music for students, 
directors, and school arts programs 

• To grow and develop artists, theatre audiences, and arts advocates in Tennessee by building a diverse 
high school theatre community 
 

 

Special thanks to our Founding Sponsor, Lipscomb University’s College of Entertainment and the Arts.  

Thank you to our sponsors TMProductions, KraftCPAs and Nissan North America – Official Education Partner. 

 
 
The Spotlight Awards program is Nashville’s regional awards program affiliated with The National High School 
Musical Theatre Awards® (the Jimmy Awards®), presented by the Broadway League Foundation. The Jimmy 
Awards® are a national celebration of outstanding student achievement, recognizing individual artistry in 
vocal, dance, and acting performance and elevating the importance of theatre arts education in schools. For 
more information on the Jimmy Awards, visit www.jimmyawards.com. 

 

http://www.jimmyawards.com/
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A LETTER TO PARTICIPATING STUDENTS 
To our wonderful Spotlight Students: 

Welcome to the Spotlight Awards program! We are honored to be part of your high school theatre 
journey. Each one of you has specific gifts, talents and qualities that you bring to the world. Your life 
has a purpose, and you are destined for greatness. Together we will work harder than ever, stay 
positive, and build our community. 
 
We invite you to join us in celebrating the following values: 
 
Community 
We know that as you work towards your greatness the lure of competition may be hard to ignore for 
many, but the truth is that the Spotlight Awards is designed to be celebratory rather than 
competitive in nature, and the awards are only a fraction of the program.  We are an Awards 
Ceremony 1 day of the year, but we are an Education and Community program every day of the year 
focused on goals such as encouraging collaboration and creativity, strengthening our community, 
championing diversity and inclusion, celebrating and supporting arts education and achievements, 
and developing a growth mindset.  The Spotlight Community is a loving and safe place to learn about 
yourself and the arts industry we all love. We invite you to attend workshops, interact with us 
digitally, and find ways to engage with our community – it was created for you. 
 

Growth 
Participating schools are not directly competing against each other, but instead challenging 
themselves to continually grow and create the best work in their unique circumstances. Different 
teams of adjudicators attend each production, and provide valuable feedback, not in comparison, but 
in the hopes of celebrating the achievements of each production and offering insights for 
strengthening future shows. So celebrate your achievements, and the achievements of others, and 
find ways to continually learn and grow along the way. Work hard, push yourself, challenge yourself, 
take a step out of your comfort zone - it’s in these moments that growth happens. 

 
Inclusion 
Our wish for each of you is that you see the light in this world, in yourself, and in others. We see the 
light in all of you. You are unique and special, and it’s those unique qualities in each of us that make 
the world so beautiful. Be the best possible version of yourself, and choose to find the good in 
everyone around you.   
 
Your friends in comedy and tragedy, 
 

The Spotlight Awards Administration Team 
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ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS – OUTSTANDING LEAD PERFORMERS 
Outstanding Lead Performer Nominees must be based on the Jimmy Awards Qualifying Roles list. The full list of 
Lead Nominees will include 1 teacher-nominated Nominee from each participating school. Additional Nominees 
will be selected by judges.  

Outstanding Lead Performers  
Outstanding Lead Performer nominations must be based on the National High School Musical Theatre Awards 
Qualifying Roles list.  To view the full list, visit www.jimmyawards.com. 
 

• Each participating school director will nominate 1 student in the Outstanding Lead Performer category, 
regardless of gender identity, to participate in the Lead Nominee Intensive and perform in the Closing 
Number at the Awards Ceremony.  

• Judges may select additional Lead Performer nominees to participate as well.   
• Award Nominations will be announced on April 21, 2023. Lead Performer Nominees have 48 hours to 

accept their nomination by completing the Lead Nominee Information Form before an alternate 
candidate will be contacted. 

 
Outstanding Lead Performers Intensive – April 29 and 30, 2023 
All Outstanding Lead Performer Nominees will attend a weekend of getting to know each other, rehearsals, 
workshops and auditions. Details can be found in the Outstanding Lead Performer Information Packet.  Award 
Nominations will be announced on April 21, 2023. Lead Performer Nominees have 48 hours to accept their 
nomination (by filling out the Information Form) before an alternate candidate will be contacted. 
 
Lead Nominee Information Form 
Award Nominations will be announced on April 21, 2023. Lead Performer Nominees have 48 hours to accept 
their nomination by completing the Lead Nominee Information Form before an alternate candidate will be 
contacted. Online form - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LeadNominee23 
 
Gender Identity 
The Spotlight Awards program is committed to honoring our students by identifying them in the way with 
which they are most comfortable. Therefore, we have removed gender notations for all award titles.  

• Outstanding Lead Performer Nominees will be a combination of teacher nominated students and 
judge selections, regardless of gender identity.  

• Please note: The Jimmy Awards categorizes their nominees as Best Actor and Best Actress Nominees 
corresponding to their gender identification, not the gender of the role that they played. For the 
purposes of the Jimmy Awards, Lead Performer Nominees will need to select a category in case they 
are selected to attend the Jimmy Awards. Students identifying as non-binary or gender-fluid may 
choose to either select the category in which they wish to be adjudicated (regardless of the gender of 
the role) OR they may be adjudicated based on the gender of the role they played. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.jimmyawards.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LeadNominee23
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2022-2023 DATES AND EVENTS – Outstanding Lead Performer Nominees  
 

 
Submission Deadlines 
Details on each submission included in following pages. 

• Lead Nominee Information Form Due from all Lead Performer Nominees – Due April 23, 2023 
• Audition Content and Submissions – Due April 29 during Lead Performer Intensive 
• Performance Information Forms Due for 6 Finalists – May 1, 2023 
• Finalist Submissions brought to TPAC – Due May 13 on arrival 
• Jimmy Awards Submissions due May 15-16 for Award Recipients  

 

 
Required Events for Outstanding Lead Nominees 
 
Outstanding Lead Performer Intensive – April 29-30, 2023 (Details on following pages.) 
 

All Outstanding Lead Performer Nominees will attend rehearsals, workshops, and auditions throughout the 
weekend during the Intensive.  (April 29, 9:00 AM CT – 7:00 PM CT; April 30, 9:00 AM CT – 5:00 PM CT) 
 
Closing Number Rehearsal – May 12, 2023, 3:00 – 5:00 PM CT, TPAC’s Jackson Hall 
All Outstanding Lead Nominees will gather to rehearse the closing number on the Jackson Hall stage. 
 

Closing Number Rehearsal – May 13, 2023, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM CT, TPAC’s Jackson Hall 
All Outstanding Lead Nominees will gather for a final rehearsal of the closing number. 
 

*Nominees that are unable to attend the rehearsals will not perform in the ceremony. 
 
Spotlight Awards Ceremony – May 13, 2023, 7:00 – 10:00 PM CT, TPAC’s Jackson Hall  
 

 
Razzle Dazz’ALUM Reception – May 21, 2023, 2:00-4:00 PM CT 
(Required for 6 Finalists, Optional for full Lead Performer Nominee group) 
Reception held in honor of the 6 Finalists by the Spotlight Society Alumni Association. Students will enjoy a 
dessert reception, karaoke and games, and Spotlight Society Induction for graduating seniors. 
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OUTSTANDING LEAD PERFORMER INTENSTIVE – APRIL 29-30 
Audition Process 

• All Outstanding Lead Performer Nominees will attend an Intensive weekend including rehearsal, dance 
call, and auditions for a panel of judges.  Nominees will attend both days for workshops and rehearsals. 

• The weekend will have a split purpose of community building among the nominees, rehearsal for the 
closing number, and auditions. 

• April 29 will end with the first round of auditions for all nominees. This first audition time will be 
comprised of 1 song from the student’s nominated role. 

• April 30, nominees will participate in workshops and rehearsals through the first half of the day. Call-
back lists will be shared after lunch.  Call-back auditions will include 1 song from the student’s 
nominated role as well as 1 song selection of their choice that best showcases their talents.  Details on 
song choice can be found in the submission information pages. 

• After the Call-Back auditions, 6 students will be selected as Finalists, and they will perform solos during 
the Awards Ceremony on May 13. 

• Two students will be selected from the Finalists as the Spotlight Award Recipients for Outstanding Lead 
Performer and will continue to the national competition in New York. 

 
Dress for Audition Days 
Nominees will participate in a group dance call, workshops and rehearsals prior to their audition sessions.  
They should dress for movement, while maintaining an appropriate appearance for the auditions.  A short 
break will take place prior to the audition time in the event that students wish to change clothes, but this is not 
required.   
 
Adult Attendance with Nominees 
Parents/guardians/teachers are not required to attend the Intensive on April 29-30. If they choose to attend, 
they will be limited in what sessions they can observe and will not be provided lunch with the Nominees. 
 
Judging Panel 
Students will audition for a panel of industry professionals. Our panel of judges is filled with representatives 
that have substantial education, experience, and passion for the performing arts, and includes professional 
theatre artists, lead adjudicators and Spotlight administration. 
 
Determining Finalists and Award Recipients 
In order to determine the finalists and recipients of each award, The Spotlight Awards administration and 
nominee panel considers all candidates with a fresh perspective, focused heavily on the auditions on April 29 
and 30.  
 
Criteria and Tools used: 

• Rubric scoring and panelist feedback for the live auditions on April 29-30 
• Cumulative observations of each nominee during performances, audition sessions, rehearsal, dance 

call and workshops combined with school adjudication feedback 
• Required forms and support material submitted by the nominees 

 
The Spotlight Awards administration brings a variety of factors into consideration in reaching their decisions. 
All decisions of The Spotlight Awards administrators are final. 

 

 



SPOTLIGHT AWARDS – NASHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL THEATRE AWARDS | PRESENTED BY TENNESSEE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 

 

LEAD PERFORMER INTENSIVE SCHEDULE (Tentative) 
 

April 29, 2023 
8:30 a.m.   Check in (Audition time will be selected first come-first serve at arrival.) 
9:00 - 10:00 a.m.  Speed Round Introductions, Warm-Ups 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Rehearse Closing Number  
12:00 - 12:45 p.m.  Lunch break (provided) 
12:45 - 1:45 p.m.  Workshops  
 
2:00 - 7:00 p.m.   First Round Auditions – 1 Song from Nominated Role (2-minute cut) 
    (Nominees may leave after their audition time.) 
 
April 30, 2023 
8:30 a.m.   Check in  
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.   Warm-Ups 
9:30 - 11:45 a.m.   Rehearse Closing Number 
11:45 - 12:30 p.m.  Lunch break (provided)  
12:30 - 1:30 p.m.  Workshops 
 
1:30 p.m.   Call-Back list posted 
1:45 - 2:00 p.m.   Call-Back students discuss information about the process, what needs to be  

turned in, video needs, forms, Jimmy Awards info and schedule, etc.  
 
2:00 - 6:00 p.m.   Call-Back Auditions –  

1 song from Nominated Role / 1 song selection of their choice (2.5-minute cut) 
8:00 p.m. (estimated time) 6 Outstanding Lead Finalists announced 
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REQUIRED SUBMISSIONS FOR ALL LEAD NOMINEES  
 
Lead Nominee Information Form – Due April 23 
Award Nominations will be announced on April 21, 2023. Lead Performer Nominees have 48 hours to accept 
their nomination by completing the Lead Nominee Information Form before an alternate candidate will be 
contacted. Online form - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LeadNominee23 
 
Audition Session Submissions – All Nominees on April 29 
Printed copies of the following items will be submitted by each nominee when they arrive to the audition 
session on April 29.  Note – Digital versions will be required of all Finalists. 

• Headshot for the nominee – must be high-res jpg files (8”x10 at 300 DPI)  
• Resume for the nominee – one (1) page (preferred format can be provided) 
• Nominees are also required to provide a track for their audition, no accompanists will be used for 

audition sessions. 
 
Audition Content – First Round, April 29 
Nominees will perform 1 song on April 29 from their nominated role, 2 minutes in length. This should be the 
same selection that the Nominee will perform during the Spotlight Awards Ceremony if they are selected as 
a Finalists. Nominees must provide a track for their audition.  
 
Audition Content – Call-Backs, April 30 
Students should prepare 2 songs for their Call-Back audition sessions, providing a track for each according to 
these guidelines: 

1. 1 song from their nominated role, 2 minutes in length.  
2. 1 solo song of their choice, no more than 2.5 minutes in length from the Jimmy Awards Library of 

Approved Solo Song Selections (Approved Solo Song Selections can be found here –  
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t9xu3upexb2dcw3/AAB6OedzoQRYspq3GjUV6THsa?dl=0) 

 
**Nominees are encouraged to have additional options prepared for their auditions in case panelists ask to 
see something else. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LeadNominee23
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t9xu3upexb2dcw3/AAB6OedzoQRYspq3GjUV6THsa?dl=0
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CEREMONY INFORMATION FOR ALL LEAD NOMINEES 
 

The Spotlight Awards Ceremony is an inclusive community celebration of arts education that acknowledges 
outstanding achievement, growth, and artistry in high school musical theatre and provides an opportunity for 
students to share their art with each other. 
 
Time and Place 
The Spotlight Awards Ceremony will take place May 13, 2022, 7:00-10:00 pm in TPAC’s Jackson Hall (505 
Deaderick Street, Nashville). 
 
Awards Ceremony Attire / Costumes 
The Spotlight Awards Ceremony is a red-carpet-style event based on the Tony Awards.  The dress for this event 
is formal.  For the performance students may need to add tights to their dress or take off shoes for dance 
numbers.    
 
Costume accessories and hand-held props that can be easily transported and kept by the student in their seat 
may be utilized to suggest character, time, and place if needed.  There are no dressing rooms available for 
changing into costumes.   
 
Outstanding Lead Nominee Rehearsal and Closing Number Performance 
The Outstanding Lead Nominees are invited to perform the closing number of the Awards Ceremony. 
Nominees will be given tracks and lyrics to the closing number prior to the Intensive on April 29-30 and will 
attend additional rehearsals on May 13 and 14. Nominees that are unable to attend the rehearsals will not 
perform in the ceremony. 
 
Seating  
Nominees will be seated in an assigned location on the orchestra level of Jackson Hall, near the aisles in 
Jackson Hall to provide an easier transition to the stage and may be separate from the rest of their 
school.  Additional audience members will be seated in the remainder of the house (tier, loge, and balcony). 
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DEADLINES AND EVENTS – OUTSTANDING LEAD FINALISTS  
 

 
Submission Deadlines 
 
Performance Information Form – Due May 1 for all Finalists 
Performance Information Forms will be submitted individually by the 6 Lead Finalists. This form is due May 1, 
and should be submitted online - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023CeremonyPerformance 
 
 

Required Events for Lead Finalists 
 
Spotlight Awards Ceremony – May 13, 2022, 7:00 – 10:00 PM CT, TPAC’s Jackson Hall  
 
Tentative Schedule for Finalists on May 13 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  Closing Number Rehearsal for 50 Outstanding Lead Nominees  
   Finalists may choose to leave and return at 1:30 or stay at TPAC. 
1:45 – 2:30 p.m. Outstanding Lead Finalists Sound Check 
2:30 – 4:00 p.m. Outstanding Musical Nominees Sound Check 
4:30 – 5:30 p.m. Finalists Dress/Dinner  
5:30 – 6:00 p.m. Finalists meet the host, photos, press 
6:00 p.m.  Finalists join their school to be seated 
6:00 – 6:15 p.m. All schools are seated 
6:20 p.m.  School Welcome 
6:30 p.m.  Doors open to the public 
7:00 – 10:00  Spotlight Awards Ceremony 
10:00 – 11:00 p.m.  Award Recipients for Outstanding Lead Performer, and their Parents - Photos,  
   Interviews, Sign Forms 
 

 
Razzle Dazzle’ALUM Reception, presented by the Spotlight Society Alumni Association 
May 21, 2022, 2:00-4:00 PM Central Time 
All 6 Finalists are invited to a Reception in their honor to celebrate their artistic work, and to officially welcome 
any graduating Seniors into the Spotlight Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2023CeremonyPerformance
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SOLO PERFORMANCE INFORMATION FOR FINALISTS 
The 6 Outstanding Lead Finalists will each perform a solo during the awards ceremony.  Solos should be 
approximately 2 minutes in length, no longer than 2.5 minutes. 
 
Stage Information 
The performance space on Jackson Hall stage is 44'w by 32' deep.  All performance entrances will be from 
Stage Right, and after each performance students will exit Stage Left. 
 
Accompaniment Options 
A piano will be available on stage (Upstage Left) for your use and will not be moved during the event.  Finalists 
may choose to supply a musical track or provide their own accompanist. School-provided accompanists will 
need to be present for sound checks as well as for the ceremony.  
 
Sound Check 
All those performing at the awards ceremony are required to attend sound check.  If you will be using a track, 
this should be given to TPAC ahead of time.  If you have an accompanist with you, they need to attend sound 
check as well.    
 
Technical Elements 
No scenic elements will be allowed for the performance.  All performances will take place on a bare stage. A 
lighting “look” will be created for your performance by a TPAC lighting designer based on information provided 
by the director on the mood of the scene. 
 
Microphones 
Wireless mics will be given to students Stage Right and returned to a stagehand Stage Left when exiting.  There 
will also be four "shotgun" microphones on the DS edge, in the event that a wireless mic goes out. 
 

 

Awards Ceremony Attire / Costumes 
The Spotlight Awards Ceremony is a red-carpet-style event based on the Tony Awards.  The dress for this event 
is formal.  For the performance students may need to add tights to their dress or take off shoes for dance 
numbers.    
 
Costume accessories and hand-held props that can be easily transported and kept by the student in their seat 
may be utilized to suggest character, time, and place if needed.  There are no dressing rooms available for 
changing into costumes.   
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2022-2023 Spotlight Awards – Nashville High School 
Musical Theatre Awards 

 

OUTSTANDING LEAD WINNERS / 
JIMMY AWARDS INFORMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 Note – All details regarding the Jimmy Awards are subject to change. The 
information provided here is based on 2022 information and requirements and may 
not reflect 2023 updates.  Final details and updates from the Jimmy Awards will be 

provided after the Nominee Announcement in April. 
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AWARD RECIPIENTS - ADDITIONAL SUBMISSIONS FOR JIMMY AWARDS 
The recipients of the Spotlight Award for Outstanding Lead Performer will continue to the National High School 
Musical Theatre Awards, aka the Jimmy Awards, in New York.  Additional submissions will be required 
immediately following the Spotlight Awards. In the event the selected students cannot attend the Jimmy 
Awards, the second-place finalists will continue to the Jimmy Awards.  
 
Award Recipients 
When the Awards Ceremony ends, the winners of Outstanding Lead Performer will remain backstage for 
additional media opportunities. Parents/Guardians and Teachers are asked to wait by the stage for a staff 
member to lead them to the students.  Additional photos will be taken with the students and host. 
 
Required Submissions – Due May 15-16  
Award Recipients will submit the following items for the Jimmy Awards when they arrive to TPAC on May 15 or 
16 to film the video submissions (details included on the following pages).  The Jimmy Awards forms will be 
provided after the ceremony ends on May 13. 
 
• Essay – one (1) page, double-spaced, describing their experience participating in this year’s musical  
• 3 production photos from your school performance (digital) 
• Jimmy Awards Nominee Information Form 
• Jimmy Awards Nominee Personal Release/Waiver Form 
• Jimmy Awards Nominee Code of Conduct 
• Jimmy Awards Parental Release Form 
• Jimmy Awards Nominee Music Submission Form (Details on Song Selection on following pages.) 
• Videos – These 6 videos will be recorded at TPAC on May 16 or 17. Details for each below can be found on 

the following pages. 
o Topic Response Video 
o Audition Video 
o Solo Song Introduction Videos (2) 
o Monologue Video 
o Dance Video 

 
 

 
Note – Submission requirements from the Jimmy Awards are subject to change.  All 
video submission details are based on 2022 requirements and may not reflect the 

2023 submissions required.  Final details and updates from the Jimmy Awards will be 
provided after the Nominee Announcement in April. 
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JIMMY AWARDS SUBMISSION DETAILS – SOLO SELECTION FORM 
Jimmy Awards Nominee Music Submission Form Details 
Students will submit their top selections for solo songs to use during their time at the Jimmy Awards.  Do not 
assume these songs are approved. Final selection is at the discretion of the Jimmy Awards Music Director. 
 
• Students will select 2 of the most prominent songs from their winning performance and provide the song 

titles and key.  
o If you don’t know the preferred key the music will be provided in the original key. 
o These are potentially performed at the Jimmy Awards if the student is placed in the Character 

Group, but there is not guarantee of this. 
• In addition, students will select 2 solo musical theatre songs to prepare for solo work with the vocal 

coaches during their week in New York. You will provide the song title, show title and key. 
o Selections should include their first choice of one ballad and one up-tempo, NOT from their 

winning performance.  The form also required a second choice of up-tempo and ballad as a back-
up option. 

o If you don’t know the preferred key the music will be provided in the original key. 
o These songs must be from the Jimmy Awards Library of Approved Solo Song Selections. 
o Approved Solo Song Selections can be found here –  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t9xu3upexb2dcw3/AAB6OedzoQRYspq3GjUV6THsa?dl=0 
 

 JIMMY AWARDS SUBMISSION DETAILS – VIDEO ELEMENTS 
Filming for Video Submissions 
The recipients of the Spotlight Awards for Outstanding Lead Performer will return to TPAC on May 15 or 16 to 
film all videos for submission to the Jimmy Awards. Please dress in basic clothing, with basic hair and makeup – 
nothing distracting.  Students will need to provide a track or a live accompanist for the filming time. 

 
Solo Song Introduction Videos  
Students will explain why they chose their top choice for upbeat and ballad solo songs listed on the Music 
Submission Form.  (Students will make a recording for both of their requested solo song selections, even though 
they are only singing one of them in the audition video.) 
 
In one minute or less, we would like the student to tell us why they chose the solo song they selected.  

• Of all the songs you could have chosen, why is this one meaningful to you?  
• What about this song is important to you?  
• How does it make you feel when you are singing it? 

 
Please keep this recording under one minute long. Watch the sample videos provided to get an idea of what 
we are looking for. 
 
In the recording please include: 
1.) Your name “Hi, I’m ______” 
2.) The RAP you are representing, city and state. “from the (Awards Program) in (City and State)” 
3.) The name of the song and show that it is from. “I will be singing (name of song) from (name of musical)” 
4.) Why you chose this song. Talk to the camera. 
 
EXAMPLE: Solo Song Introduction Video Example - https://vimeo.com/693253204/757cd1c8aa 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t9xu3upexb2dcw3/AAB6OedzoQRYspq3GjUV6THsa?dl=0
https://vimeo.com/693253204/757cd1c8aa
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Topic Response Video  
The Topic Response Video is an opportunity for each student to showcase their background, interests, and 
personality by responding to several questions in an interview style video. The student will answer all the 
questions, in complete sentences, and include the question in their answers (ex. The answer to the question 
“What is your name?” would be “My name is Erin Coffey.”). The student should make eye contact with the 
interviewer and deliver answers directly to them. It is best to avoid looking directly at the camera. Be sure to 
include a pause before and after the answers to ensure the interviewer does not overlap with the answers. 
Please note: Selections from Topic Response Videos may be used in the Jimmy Awards ceremony presentation. 
 
Interview Questions: 
• Tell us your name, regional program, age and grade level. 
• Describe the first time you performed on stage or your favorite memory of performing in front of an 

audience. How did that experience make you feel? 
• What is one challenge in your life that you’ve overcome which has enhanced your performance on stage? 
• What is something you are passionate about besides theatre? 
• What is something that most people would be surprised to know about you 
 
Examples – Topic Response Videos: 

• https://vimeo.com/693237182/bd1214e5a5 
• https://www.dropbox.com/s/5zwqymueoextbdr/Topic%20Response%20Video%20-

%20Eble%2C%20Ben.mov?dl=0 
 
 
Dance Video 
Kiesha Lalama, Jimmy Awards Choreographer, and her colleague, Ivan Bracy, Jr., have provided a brief 
movement piece for students to review and learn. Students will record themselves performing the dance to 
the selected music and submit the video as part of their audition materials. 
 
Dance Video Filming Instructions and Tips: 
• Music: “You Can’t Stop the Beat” from HAIRSPRAY, Soundtrack to the Motion Picture 
• Counter: Begin at 4:30, end at 5:00 
• Kiesha and Ivan have recorded two videos to assist in learning the movement piece. You may use the 

rewind feature as needed on the videos to review, learn, and perform the dance. 
 
LINK: Dance Version 1 – Recorded from the front with music (from an audience perspective) 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/s0ky5cfb69hy6ei/Version%201%20-
%20From%20front%20with%20music.MOV?dl=0 
 
LINK: Dance Version 2 – A breakdown with counts (from a class perspective) 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0o4vxooe2hhog9y/Version%202%20-
%20Breakdown%20with%20counts.MOV?dl=0 
 
OPTIONAL: If interested, students may continue dancing from 5:00 – 5:22 (the end of the song) to add any 
special dance skills or tumbling moves they would like to share with the Jimmy Awards team. Only include this 
extended dance audition segment with special dance skills and tumbling if you are confident in your abilities, 
well-trained, and feel you can perform these tricks at ease and upon request. We don’t encourage 
experimental risks which may cause injury or harm. Please note that separate dance videos for special skills 
and tumbling will not be accepted. 
 

https://vimeo.com/693237182/bd1214e5a5
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5zwqymueoextbdr/Topic%20Response%20Video%20-%20Eble%2C%20Ben.mov?dl=0
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/s0ky5cfb69hy6ei/Version%201%20-%20From%20front%20with%20music.MOV?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/s0ky5cfb69hy6ei/Version%201%20-%20From%20front%20with%20music.MOV?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0o4vxooe2hhog9y/Version%202%20-%20Breakdown%20with%20counts.MOV?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/0o4vxooe2hhog9y/Version%202%20-%20Breakdown%20with%20counts.MOV?dl=0
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Audition Video 
Students will perform 2 songs for their Audition Video, 1 from their nominated role, and 1 of the solo songs 
selected for the Music Submission Form (the song that best showcases their talent). Students will need to 
provide a track or a live accompanist during their filming time. 
 

1) 32 bars of one song from their nominated role  
2) Solo song of their choice from the Music Submission Form selections (no more than 2.5 minutes in 

length) from the Jimmy Awards Library of Approved Solo Song Selections. Approved Solo Song 
Selections can be found here – 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/t9xu3upexb2dcw3/AAB6OedzoQRYspq3GjUV6THsa?dl=0 

 
Example Audition Video: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ekogmkjcmja56gh/Audition%20Video%20-%20Ukegbu%2C%20Ekele.mov?dl=0 
 
 
 
Monologue Video  
The Monologue Video should include the student’s performance of a monologue from their Nominated 
Qualifying Role. The monologue should demonstrate the student’s understanding of the show and their 
particular character’s objectives, wants, and needs and be between 60 and 90 seconds in length. No props are 
allowed. 
 
The monologue may be: 

• An existing monologue from the show 
• A monologue compiled from the character’s existing dialogue in a scene or scenes from the show 
• Lyrics from a song from the nominee’s Nominated Qualifying Role performed as a monologue* 

*Please note that the lyrics used for the Monologue must not be from the student’s Song Selection from 
their Nominated Qualifying Role. They must be from a different song from the same role. 

 
 
All video submissions become the property of NHSMTA.  These submissions may affect what performance 
group nominees are placed in at the Jimmy Awards. Planning ahead is encouraged for those in Qualifying Roles 
so they are represented in the best way possible if they become finalists.  Students should choose songs that 
best showcase their talent. 
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THE JIMMY AWARDS – The National High School Musical Theatre Awards 
Jimmy Awards  
The Jimmy Awards will take place in June, with the Outstanding Lead Performer winners visiting New York for a 
week before the ceremony to rehearse and work with Broadway artists.   Detailed information and schedule 
will be provided as soon as it is available. 
 
Health and Safety Requirements 
For the 2022 Jimmy Awards, COVID testing and vaccinations were required for all students and audience 
members, as well as masks. The Jimmy Awards will follow the guidelines for Broadway shows, and the 2023 
information will be provided as soon as possible. 
 
About the Week 
Students attending the Jimmy Awards will participate in a week of intensive workshops, auditions, rehearsals, 
and coaching provided by Broadway professionals.  This week allows students to network with other talented 
students, connect with industry professionals in a meaningful way, and perform to a sold-out Broadway 
audience at the Minskoff Theatre.  
 
Chaperone 
Students will travel independently to New York (travel costs paid by TPAC). They will be met at the airport by a 
Jimmy Awards representative who will escort them to Juilliard. The name and contact information of the 
Jimmy Awards Chaperone will be provided to students and parents in advance.   
 
Travel to New York 
Student travel to and from New York is covered by TPAC as part of the program.  After the ceremony, TPAC will 
contact the students and their parents to confirm dates and times for travel.   Return flights may be 
coordinated with parents if they will be at the Jimmy Awards Ceremony as well. 
 
Performance Groups  
The 90+ Nominees at the Jimmy Awards will be separated into three groups after they arrive in New York City: 
The Character Group, The Musicals Group, and The Tribute Group. There is no set or maximum number of 
nominees in each of the three groups; it is subject to change every year. All nominees in all groups perform in 
both the opening number and closing number on the stage of the Minskoff. 

• The Character Group will prepare and sing a selection from the musical for which they were 
nominated, in a medley format. This group will not perform in the Tribute or the Musicals Numbers. 

• The Musicals Group will perform in a special themed production number. This group will not perform 
in a Character Medley or the Tribute Number. 

• The Tribute Group will perform in a tribute number dedicated to a specific person, organization, or 
milestone of a Broadway show. This group will not perform in a Character Medley or Musicals Number. 

 
Judging Process at the Jimmy Awards 
The Audition Video, Dance Video, and Monologue Video submitted with accompanying materials will be 
reviewed in advance by a team of industry professionals to help determine which Nominees are placed in 
which group. In addition, there will be a dance/movement assessment on the first full day of rehearsals. 
 
The Sunday before the ceremony, Nominees will perform the Character Medleys, the Musicals Number, and 
the Tribute Number for a panel of judges comprised of producers, casting directors, and industry professionals. 
They will also each sing one solo song prepared during the week with coaches. All nominees will perform for 
the same panel of judges on both Sunday and Monday evening at the Minskoff Theatre. 
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Semi Finalists/Finalists at the Jimmy Awards 
On Sunday evening before the ceremony, two Best Actor Nominees and two Best Actress Nominees will be 
selected from each group, plus an additional two Best Actor and two Best Actress Nominees of the judges’ 
choice from any group, for a total of 16 semifinalists. This is to help ensure an equal consideration of nominees 
for scholarships and recognition. Once these 16 have been selected from the three groups, any identification 
or connection to the three groups will no longer be in consideration. These 16 semifinalists will be identified 
on the stage of the Minskoff Theatre on Monday evening during the ceremony. All 16 of these nominees will 
receive scholarships; this guarantees at least four scholarships per group.  
 
Of these 16 semifinalists, eight finalists will then be recognized at the ceremony and will sing their selected 
solo songs during the second act. From these eight finalists, the Jimmy Awards for Best Performance by an 
Actress and Best Performance by an Actor will be chosen. Additional awarded scholarships may include Best 
Dancer, Rising Star Award, Best Performance in an Ensemble, and Spirit of the Jimmys. 
 
 
Schedule for the Jimmy Awards 
The Jimmy Awards schedule changes slightly each year, and we will not have the current schedule for this year 
until the end of May.  The following is an example of a few days from a past schedule for your reference. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


