
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
Presented by Nashville Repertory Theatre  

15-year-old Christopher has an extraordinary brain: He is exceptional at mathematics but ill-equipped to 
interpret everyday life. He has never ventured alone beyond the end of his road, detests being touched, 

and he distrusts strangers. After the startling death of his next-door neighbor’s dog, Christopher 
becomes fascinated with solving the crime he has fallen suspect of committing.  His detective work, 
forbidden by his father, takes him on a journey as he uncovers the true culprit. His earth-shattering 
discovery may just change everything.  Based on the bestselling novel and the Tony award winning 

play, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a thrilling, heartwarming, and uplifting 
adventure story for every one of us. Content Advisory: Includes mature themes and strong language. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insights and Ideas 



 

Facts You Didn’t Know About The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
By: Steppenwolf Intern Ramona Li. Excerpted with permission from Steppenwolf Study Guide. 

 

A Curious Name                                                                                                                                      .       
The title of Mark Haddon’s book (and the play), The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, is a 
direct reference to The Adventure of Silver Blaze - a story from the Sherlock Holmes series by British 
author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. In the story, Sherlock Holmes discusses with Gregory, a Scotland Yard 
detective:  

Gregory: Is there any point to which you would wish to draw my attention?  

Holmes: To the curious incident of the dog in the night-time.  

Gregory: The dog did nothing in the night-time.  

Holmes: That was the curious incident.  

The title directly reflects Christopher’s interest in Sherlock Holmes’s detective stories. In the novel, 
Christopher says that “I think that if I were a proper detective [Sherlock Holmes] is the kind of detective 
I would be”. 

 

Be Sure to PROJECT                                                                                                                        .       

The Broadway production placed a heavy emphasis on constructing spectacles for the audience. 
Elaborate projections were used to help immerse the audience and overwhelm their senses – giving 
them the opportunity to experience Christopher’s acute attention to all the details that surround him.  

 

Christopher John Francis Boone                                                                                                      .       

“My Name is Christopher John Francis Boone.” Haddon has often stressed that he did not set out to 
write a story about teenagers with Autism Spectrum Disorder (as Christopher is often diagnosed by 
fans), rather, he wanted to tell the story of a single young person, and the way their mind worked – 
thus, Christopher was born. Haddon himself did take care of individuals with disabilities, including 
Autism, after graduating from college, the experience of which, in part, did inspire the character of 
Christopher. 

 

Aw, Rats!                                                                                                                                             .       

The names of the rat actors featured in the production were voted on by fans. In the London and New 
York productions, the role of Toby was portrayed by Splat, Nellie and Marilyn. Tradition holds that 
whenever a new cast starts rehearsing, the actor playing Christopher always meet the rats first, so that 
they can have as much time for bonding as possible. 

 

Prime Time                                                                                                                                              .       

Christopher is obsessed with prime numbers because, as he explains “Prime numbers are what is left 
when you have taken all the patterns away. I think prime numbers are like life. They are very logical but 
you could never work out the rules, even if you spent all your time thinking about them.” In the novel, 
chapters actually proceed in increasing prime numbers. 

Curiouser and Curiouser 



 https://www.doktorkaboom.com/the-mission 

  
Sherlock Holmes Comparison 
Christopher loves Sherlock Holmes, one of the most famous fictional detectives. The title of The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time comes from a Sherlock Holmes short story called ‘The Silver Blaze’. Read the 
extracts below which are all taken from Sherlock Holmes stories.  
 

‘My dear Watson,’ said he [Holmes], ‘I cannot agree with those who rank modesty among 
the virtues. To the logician all things should be seen exactly as they are, and to 
underestimate one’s self is as much a departure from truth as to exaggerate one’s own 
powers.’  (From The Red-Headed League) 
 
It was not that he [Holmes] felt anything akin to love for Irene Adler. All emotions, and that 
one particularly, were abhorrent to his cold, precise, but admirably balanced mind. (From 
The Adventure of the Greek Interpreter) 
 
Holmes, who loathed every form of society … remained in our lodgings in Baker Street, 
buried among his old books … (From A Scandal in Bohemia) 

 
Discuss what you can tell about Sherlock Holmes from these extracts and whether he has anything in common 
with Christopher. Why do you think Christopher might enjoy stories about this detective? Compare and contrast 
these two literary characters. 
 
“I Killed Wellington” Scene study – Spoiler Alert! (After Reading/Post-Show Only) 
This scene is hard, because the audience feels sorry for Ed AND discovers he was the “villain” at the same time. 
It is clear that he is trying to take care of and protect his son.  As an actor, how can you portray all of the things 
going on in Ed’s brain in a scene? 

• Using Stanislavski’s System, students will break down Ed’s monologue to discover his emotions in this 
scene. Begin by defining the elements of Stanislavski’s system - Unit and objectives, Imagination, Given 
Circumstances, and Motivation.  

• Next, ask students to identify 5-6 of Ed’s Given Circumstances and how they affected him, and motivated 
his actions.  

• Next, in pairs, students should read the monologue and break it down into objectives, marking where 
they change (i.e. Trying to convince Christopher, defending his actions, etc.) 

• Ask students to perform the monologue with their partner and discuss how the objectives affect the 
meaning in the scene. 

 
Writing a Review 

• Begin with a discussion of review writing and look at some examples. 
• As a class, brainstorm everything you know about review writing (the purpose and audience; the kind of 

language and tone used; the structure and layout; the content, and first or third person point of view.) 
• Next, students should plan their review.  

– Decide who the audience will be (teenagers or adults?) 
– Decide what kind of publication (teen mag, broadsheet newspaper, school magazine, Amazon website) 
– Make notes about what you liked and disliked  
– Find evidence from the novel or play to back up your judgments  
– Think about which parts of the story you will reveal, to get your audience interested, and which parts 

you will keep secret, so as not to spoil the story 
• Draft two or three openings to your review until you have one which will really grab people’s attention. 

Do the same for your ending so that you leave the reader with something to think about or sum up overall. 
• Finally, write your review.  

 

 

 

Classroom Activities 

https://www.doktorkaboom.com/the-mission


 
 
Audio of an NPR Interview - Nineteen minutes with the author, including a reading of the first pages 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4707767 
 
Mark Haddon interview, talking about the sources of his creative inspiration. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hniLbHX1HI 
 
Creating “Curious Incident” for the stage - A six-minute video from the National Theatre in London about creating 
the stage version of the book. Includes an interview with Mark Haddon and the other creators about adapting 
the novel.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k2bV75ITXJw 
 
“Curious Incident” play trailer - A one-minute trailer that shows what the Broadway version looks like on stage.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVrOsXhG61Q 
 
Broadway Design - Tony winner Bunny Christie on the inspiration and particular challenges of creating the sets 
and costumes for Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. 
https://www.broadway.com/videos/156206/tony-winner-bunny-christie-on-the-vibrating-energy-of-curious-
incidents-designs/#play 

 

Online Resources 
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