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The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation – LIVE! 
Presented by Griffin Theatre Company 

 
The two-time Emmy® Award winning Saturday morning show comes to life in a new live production. Like 
the award-winning television show, “The Henry Ford’s INNOVATION NATION – LIVE!” will inspire 
audiences with entertaining and educational stories about yesterday and today’s visionaries and innovators 
– highlighting major turning points in the past and present that influenced the fields of science, technology, 
engineering, math, the environment, and social justice.  
 
Audience members will come away from “The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation – LIVE!” with a renewed 
respect for the trailblazers of the past, excitement for what the future may hold, and how they may shape it.  
NOW GET INNOVATING! 
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ABOUT GRIFFIN THEATRE COMPANY 
Established in 1988, the mission of the Griffin Theatre Company is to 
create extraordinary and meaningful theatrical experiences for both 
children and adults by building bridges of understanding between 
generations that instill in its audience an appreciation of the 
performing arts. Through artistic collaboration, the Griffin Theatre 
Company produces literary adaptations, original work and classic 
plays that challenge and inspire, with wit, style and compassion for the 
audience. 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE HENRY FORD 

 
The Henry Ford in Dearborn, Michigan is an internationally-recognized history 
destination that explores the American experience of innovation, 
resourcefulness and ingenuity that helped shaped America. A national historic 
landmark with an unparalleled Archive of American Innovation, The Henry 
Ford is a force for sparking curiosity, and inspiring tomorrow’s innovators.  
 
Nearly 1.8 million visitors annually experience its five attractions: Henry Ford 

Museum of American Innovation, Greenfield Village, Ford Rouge Factory Tour, Benson Ford 
Research Center, and The Henry Ford Giant Screen Experience. A continually expanding array of 
content available online provides anytime, anywhere access. The Henry Ford is also home to 
Henry Ford Academy, a public charter high school which educates over 500 students a year on the 
institution’s campus.  
 
For more information please visit http://www.thehenryford.org. 
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PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 
 
 
The two-time Emmy® Award winning Saturday morning show comes to life in a live production. 
Like the award-winning television show, “The Henry Ford’s INNOVATION NATION – LIVE!” will 
inspire audiences with entertaining and educational stories about yesterday and today’s visionaries 
and innovators – highlighting major turning points in the past and present that influenced the fields 
of science, technology, engineering, math, the environment, and social justice.  
 
 

INNOVATORS AND THEMES IN THE PERFORMANCE 
 
This performance underscores the impact of key figures from across spectrum, featuring 
contributions from household names like the Wright Brothers and Martin Luther King, Jr. to 
Thomas Edison and Rosa Parks, while weaving in the impact of others like Susan B. Anthony, 
George Washington Carver. 
 
Some Innovators discussed in the show include: 

• The Wright Brothers 
• Katherine Stinson 
• Bessie Coleman 
• Henry Ford 
• Steve Wozniak and Steve Jobs 
• Rosa Parks 
• Abigail Adams and other suffragists  
• George Washington Carver 
• Thomas Edison 

 
Many other innovators and historical figures are mentioned 
throughout the performance, like Karl Friedrich Benz,  
Madam CJ Walker, Samuel Morse, Sally Ride and more. 
 
Themes of Innovation in the show include: 

• Collaboration 
• Curiosity and creativity 
• Perseverance 
• Innovation versus Invention 
• Learning from doing and through failure 
• Problem-Solving 
• Standing up for what you believe in 
• Transforming the world 

 
 
 

CAST INFO 
 
 Like the television show, the 

live show will feature two 
correspondents along with 
other cast members that are 
featured in various vignettes 
throughout the show.  
 

 The two correspondents 
narrate the performance, 
engaging with the audience 
and sharing the stories of 
innovators of the past and how 
they are influencing science, 
technology, agriculture, 
design, and social justice 
movements of today. 
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Starting the Discussion 
• Brainstorm “Biography.” What do students know about biographies?  Create a list of what a 

biography is and may include. Identify the key information included in biographies: a picture, 
date of birth/death, birthplace, educational background, profession, their innovation, impact of 
their innovation, important/relevant quote.  (See sidebar for suggestions.)   

• Discuss: Why are biographies important?  Biographies 
can open our eyes and hearts to people who have 
made a difference in the world and allow us to learn 
about lives and eras of the past and present. Can it be 
interesting and beneficial to see a historical figure as a 
real person with a normal life? 

• Contrast biographies with historical fiction that students 
may be familiar with like the musical Hamilton or the 
movie The Greatest Showman. How are these different 
from a biography? 

• Ask students to create a sample biography page of 
themselves, including the key information. You may 
choose to provide students with a graphic organizer to 
help them organize their thoughts or allow them to 
create in their own way.  Encourage them to use bullet 
points and images to help tell their story simply using 
one page. 

• After students have created their own bio, ask them to 
share with a partner, or ask for volunteers to share with 
the class. 

 
Next Steps 
• Next students will create a biography poster board 

based (or power point if working virtually) on a subject 
from “The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation – LIVE!” 
Assign a subject to each student/group (depending on 
class size). Subjects may include: The Wright Brothers, Katherine Stinson, Bessie Coleman, 
Sally Ride, Henry Ford, Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., Abigail Adams, Susan B. Anthony, 
George Washington Carver, Thomas Edison, Samuel Morse.  

• Allow students time to research and create their poster boards. Encourage students to consider 
their source material in research. Are they looking at primary or secondary sources?  Is there 
clear bias in the source material?  They should be looking for as much factual information as 
possible, not opinions.   

• Students will now create their biography poster board (or power point) using the information 
they have found. For this activity, students will focus on creating a visual representation with 

 
WHAT’S A BIOGRAPHY?  

Biographies 
Introduce your students to the 
rich and engaging biographical 
tales history has to offer! 
 
• A biography is a text written 

to inform a reader about a 
real person’s life. 

• In a biography the main 
character is not the author. 

• Biographies may include 
content like real pictures, 
birth information, childhood 
and family information, 
challenges and struggles, 
milestone events, and 
timelines. 

• Biographies tell us real 
information – true facts! 
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bullet points and images, not writing out a full biography of the person.  Remind them of the 
information they may wish to include. 

• Once the students have completed their work, have them share with the class. If you are 
teaching in-person classes, hang poster boards around room or in hallway to allow students to 
do a “Gallery Walk” observing everyone’s work. If this is a virtual lesson, allow students to 
share their screens to present a power point or a photo of their posters. Allow students to 
present their projects and answer questions from their peers.  Students that were assigned the 
same subject may present together, sharing elements that stood out to them the most. 

• Give the following questions to students and ask them to fill in relevant/key details about at 
least three innovators from the class that were not their own subject.  Students can then turn in 
their responses for a grade. 

 Who is this poster about?  
 Where were they born? 
 What was their lifespan?  
 What was their profession?  
 What was their innovation?  
 What did their innovation do?  
 Why was this person/innovation important?  

 
Closure: Have students discuss each subject as a class, discussing what surprised them the most 
about each one.  Ask students to vote for which subject they feel were the most important or made 
the most difference in the world.  For homework or to extend the lesson, ask students to write 
about why they voted the way they did. Why do they feel this person made the most difference? 
 
Adjustment/Extension Opportunities:  Instead of the Gallery Walk, students can present their 
biography posters in interview form. Have other students in the class as the questions provided 
above or others they think of and let the presenting student answer. For an added theatrical 
element, have the presenting student answer as the character!  
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Starting the Discussion 
• Present the following scenario to students: You’re having a conversation with your family about 

what to eat for dinner tonight. Everyone has a different opinion. After lots of discussion, 
someone says, “Let’s vote!” You think this is a great idea. However, the adults have decided 
that anyone under the age of 14 is not allowed to vote. 

• Ask students to journal about the following reflection questions and then discuss their 
responses with a partner. 

o Do you think this rule is fair? 
o Why might the adults make this rule? 
o How does this rule affect the voting results? 
o How might you persuade the adults to allow you to vote? What reasons would you give? 
o Do you think it’s important that all are allowed to vote regardless of who they are? Why 

or why not? 
 
Women’s Suffrage 
• “The Henry Ford’s Innovation Nation - LIVE!” shares information about the Women’s Suffrage 

movement and several innovative women that were part of the movement. Discuss Susan B. 
Anthony and the Women’s Suffrage movement with your students, noting that in 1871 the 
American Woman Suffrage Association sent a petition to Congress asking for women in 
Washington DC and other territories be allowed to vote and hold office. Use the linked article 
above to discuss the push for Women’s Suffrage, the use of the petition, and how long it took 
for the 19th Amendment to be ratified. 

• Conduct a class conversation on ways that regular citizens are able to influence or change their 
society and/or government and how the right to petition is guaranteed by the 1st Amendment of 
the Constitution: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances. Ask students what they think “petition,” “redress” and “grievances” mean. 

• Show examples of petitions to the class from Change.org and discuss the goals of various 
petitions. How many signatures are needed? (If a petition to the White House obtains 100,000 
signatures in 30 days, the White House is required to respond.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
PETITION FOR CHANGE 

VISIT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ONLINE, WHERE YOU WILL FIND PRIMARY SOURCES ON 
THE TOPIC, INCLUDING THE ACTUAL PETITIONS SENT BY THE AMERICAN WOMAN 

SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION. 
HTTPS://WWW.ARCHIVES.GOV/EDUCATION/LESSONS/WOMAN-SUFFRAGE 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/woman-suffrage
https://petitions.whitehouse.gov/about#:%7E:text=To%20cross%20the%20first%20threshold,updated%20on%20March%207%2C%202016.
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Create a Petition 
 
• Have students gather in small groups to brainstorm issues they would like to change (a better 

playground, a better library, etc.). You may place restrictions on these issues (including or 
excluding issues within the classroom or the school, for example) to help guide their thinking. 

• Next, each group will draw up their petition to include a title (120 characters or less), a 
description of the petition (200 words or less), and a description of the petition’s intended 
audience (the teacher, principal, state legislator, Congressman, President, etc.). 

• Allow each group to present their petition to the class, with supporting evidence for why their 
petition would make a positive change.  

• Place each petition in the room or in the hallway (make it a school-wide project!), and allow time 
for students to read the petitions and sign them if they so choose. 

 
Closure/Reflection: Ask students to predict the outcome of their petition. What’s the best-case 
scenario? What’s the worst-case scenario, and how will they address obstacles they face? Discuss 
with the class their views and opinions of the petition process.  
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Starting the Discussion 
• Discuss the difference between an “Invention” and an “Innovation” and how the two ideas relate to 

each other.  
• Present the class with some of the key events in history (listed below), including inventions and 

innovations.  
o Karl Benz creates the first motorcar 
o George Washington Carver promotes crop rotation 
o Katherine Stinson sets flying records in aviation 
o Benjamin Franklin creates bifocals from two pairs of glasses 
o Henry Ford develops the motorcar assembly line 
o 11-year-old Frank Epperson makes a frozen “Eppsicle” (now known as a popsicle!)  
o Marie Curie discovers you can split an atom 
o The Wright brothers create a flying machine using a three-axis controls system based on 

George Cayley’s work 
• Label one side of the room “Invention” and the other “Innovation.”  As you list each event, students 

should move to the side they think represents the event. If students are unsure, they can stand in 
the middle of the room. If a class decision is not unanimous, give the students two minutes to 
discuss their arguments to convince the undecided (or the other side!) to join them. Each side gets 
one minute for a single representative to present their case. After each side presents, students can 
pick or change sides. If the class is still split after both sides present their cases, lead a quick 
discussion working through the major issues that divided them. 
 

Next Steps 
• Students form teams and randomly chooses an index card from each of two sets. One set of 

cards has product type and one set has something that needs to be improved (Ex. Product 
Types could be Water Bottles, Snack Food, Art Supplies, etc.; Ex. Improvements needed could 
be less pollution from waste, more flavor, smaller size…the options are endless!).  

• Students now become Innovators!  How can they use creativity and collaboration to design a 
product that improves on something already made and helps solve a problem? Groups are 
given time to develop the product’s features, benefits, and target audience. Then, each group 
should create a 30-60 second commercial for their product to present to the class. The 
commercial should include all team members in some way, identify the product and how it 
solves an important problem. After students have been given time to create and rehearse their 
commercials, each group will perform for the class. 

**Virtual Note: If you are in a virtual environment, you can use voting options built into 
most virtual settings, or assign hand gestures for students to use in their video square to 
indicate their choices. Another option could be to assign “Invention” as “Video off” and 
“Innovation” as “Video on,” allowing students to turn their video on and off to choose 

sides.  For assigning the index card content randomly, use an online tool, like 
classtools.net’s Random Name Picker, or Google Sheets Random Group Generator. 

INVENTION OR INNOVATION? 
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