
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lunch Box will be hosted by 
Vanderbilt University's Midori Lockett 

and moderated by TPAC's Kristin Dare-Horsley. 
 

Panelists: 
Fisk Jubilee Singers Musical Director, Dr. Paul T. Kwami 

Fisk University Executive Vice President, Dr. Jens Frederiksen 
TPAC's Executive VP of Education and Community Engagement, Roberta Ciuffo West 

Walk Together Children film director, Jon Royal 
WNPT’s Program Manager, Jessica Turk 

Fisk Jubilee Singer and Fisk University graduate, Ariana Okhuozagbon 
 

 
 

In Walk Together Children: The 150th 
Anniversary of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, 
Dr. Kwami and his current students pay 
tribute to the original nine members of 
the Fisk Jubilee Singers and reflect on their 
roles as students and preservers of this 
rich legacy. By exploring the personal 
stories of the trailblazers who paved the 
way for future generations of this world-
renowned ensemble, they invite viewers 
to learn the significance of the Negro 
Spirituals and their values in today’s 
culture and share in the unique bond of 
this special choral ensemble. A dual 
concert event celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, the film is also a call to action for the 
bright future ahead for Fisk University and all of Nashville. 
 
Created in collaboration with Dr. Kwami and producer/director Jon Royal, Walk Together Children was produced 
by TPAC for student audiences as part of its annual Season for Young People. Through partnership with Nashville 
Public Television, the film is reformatted for public broadcast to include historical context about the celebrated 
cultural legacy of the Fisk Jubilee Singers and their contributions to preserving the unique musical tradition of 
Negro spirituals for a nationwide audience.  
 
Walk Together Children will premiere in Nashville on NPT at 9 p.m. CT on Sunday, Oct. 3, in advance of Fisk Jubilee 
Singers’ “Jubilee Day” celebration on Oct. 6. 

 

 

InsideOut of the Lunch Box is sponsored by Vanderbilt University's 
Office of Community Relations. 



Panelists
Dr. Paul Kwami D.M.A. (Musical Director) – Professor Paul 
T. Kwami is the Musical Director of the multi-award-
winning Fisk Jubilee Singers® and Coordinator of the Fisk 
University Music Discipline. Kwami was born in Ghana, 
West Africa, into a musical family with his father becoming 
his first music teacher. He studied music at Ghana’s 
National Academy of Music and taught there until 
immigrating to the U.S., becoming a student at Fisk 
University where he joined the Fisk Jubilee Singers®. He 
studied music at Western Michigan University and 
graduated with the Master of Music degree. He received 
the Doctor of Musical Arts Degree from the American 
Conservatory of Music. In the spring of 1994, Kwami 
served as part-time director of the Fisk Jubilee Singers® 
and became the full-time musical director in the fall of 
1994. He is the first African to direct the ensemble, the 
first to hold the Curb-Beaman Chair position and the first 
named as the Mike Curb Jubilee Singers Endowed Chair. 
During Kwami’s tenure, the Fisk Jubilee Singers have 
received several awards including the first GRAMMY®, the 
first Dove Award, the Recording Academy Honors and the 
2008 National Medal of the Arts. The ensemble also has 
been inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame, the 
Music City Walk of Fame and the American Classical Music 
Hall of Fame. He is the Executive Producer of the Fisk 
Jubilee Singers’ recordings, “Rise, Shine, Fisk Jubilee 
Singers Live in Concert.” He is the Co-Executive Producer 
of “In Bright Mansions” and “Fisk Jubilee Singers® 
Celebrating Fisk!” the 150th Anniversary album. Under his 
directorship, the Fisk Jubilee Singers have performed in 
many great venues in Italy, Spain, Bahamas, the United 
Kingdom, Germany, Ghana and the United States of 
America. 
 
Jon Royal (Producer/Director) – Jon Royal is a director, 
teacher and facilitator based in Nashville, TN. In 2019, he 
was named Best Theatre Director by the Nashville Scene. 
Over the past 20 years, Jon has worked with Nashville 
Shakespeare Festival, Nashville Children’s Theatre, 
Nashville Repertory Theatre, Actor’s Bridge Ensemble, 
Street Theatre, Nashville Opera, People’s Branch Theatre 
and other organizations. His past directing credits include: 
“Pipeline,” “Topdog/Underdog,” “Smart People,” “Ghost 
(World Premiere),” “And In This Corner: Cassius Clay,” 
“Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott,” “Othello,” 
“Passing Strange,” “Colored Museum,” “Hairspray,” “Once 
on this Island,” “Twelfth Night,” “Conference of the Birds,” 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “Spoon River Anthology,” 
“As You Like It,” “The Butterfly,” “Hanging Mary (World 
Premiere),” “Proof,” “ Jungle Book” and “The Coat.” In the 
2004-05 season, he was the directing intern for Nashville 
Repertory Theatre, in which he assistant directed “The 
Piano Lesson” under Woodie King Jr. Royal is a past winner 
of the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival’s 
Student Directing Award for the Southeast Region. In 

2004, he received a fellowship to study with Ming Cho Lee 
and Constance Hoffman. In 2016, he was a member of the 
Stage Directors and Choreographers Foundation’s National 
Observership Class, in which he had the privilege of 
working with Liesel Tommy on the Public Theatre’s 
production of “Party People.” He serves as teaching artist 
for Tennessee Performing Arts Center’s ArtSmart and 
Disney Musicals in the Schools programs. He is currently 
the Co-Program Director for Shakespeare Center Los 
Angeles’ Write On program and Nashville Repertory 
Theatre’s Young Voices Competition. 
 
Roberta Ciuffo-West, (Executive Vice President for 
Education and Community Engagement, TPAC) oversees 
all aspects of educational programming for the Tennessee 
Performing Arts Center-providing cross functional 
management in development, education, programming, 
marketing, and administration. Roberta's five-year tenure 
as executive director of the Nashville Institute for the Arts 
concluded in 2000 when she facilitated a successful 
merger with TPAC. Roberta holds a bachelor's degree in 
French horn performance and a master's degree in 
Performing Arts Administration from New York University, 
where she spent much of her free time organizing music 
education and outreach programs for the local 
community. She also began the first resident student 
chamber ensemble for NYU. She was hired by The Juilliard 
School in New York City to found Juilliard's first 
Department of Education and Outreach. Roberta spent 
most of her eight years at Juilliard creating, supervising, 
and teaching in programs that brought hundreds of artists 
together with hundreds of thousands of students. Through 
performances, education, and mentoring programs she 
created, many of today's most visible classical artists 
learned how to reach out to young people and continue to 
do so as professionals. She created the nationally 
recognized Music Advancement Program (highlighted on 
“60 Minutes”), bringing inner-city students into Juilliard to 
develop musical skills through personal mentorship with 
top faculty. Roberta is an alumna of the 2004 class of 
Leadership Nashville and served as program chair for the 
class of 2005. Roberta is an alumna of Leadership Music, 
Class of 2009. 

Dr. Jens Frederiksen (Executive Vice President, Fisk 
University)  Dr. Frederiksen assumed the role of Vice 
President of Institutional Advancement in 2016 and since 
then fundraising has increased dramatically year over year 
culminating in a $19,200,000 record total this fiscal 
year. In 2018, Dr. Frederiksen was named the Senior Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement and Enrollment 
Management before being named Executive Vice 
President in 2019. In the five years Dr. Frederiksen has 
been at Fisk, the University has raised over $55,000,000, 
and the University Endowment has nearly doubled. Under 
Dr. Frederiksen’s leadership enrollment has grown by over 
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30%, and average test scores have increased from the 
54th to the 73rd percentile nationally.  
  
Alumni giving participation has grown from 21% to 34% 
and corporate internships have increased by over 40%. Dr. 
Frederiksen has helped establish a number of corporate 
partnerships including with HCA Healthcare, Asurion, RSG, 
Marsh McLennan, and Cravath, Swaine & Moore. These 
partnerships have resulted in record increases in starting 
salaries as well as graduation rates. Dr. Frederiksen 
organized and executed the executive speaker series 
which to date has brought more than 20 major industry 
leaders to the Fisk campus. Along with HomeFree USA, Dr. 
Frederiksen launched one of the most successful financial 
literacy programs on any HBCU campus.  
  
Dr. Frederiksen received his undergraduate degrees in 
economics, political science, history and philosophy from 
Vanderbilt University – He also received a Masters’ degree 
in social and political thought before completing his 
master’s and Ph.D. in political science all from Vanderbilt 
University. Dr. Frederiksen is a former professional tennis 
player and is fluent in five languages: English, German, 
French, Flemish and Danish. Dr. Frederiksen is married and 
has two kids: Gunnar and Lilly. 
 
Ariana Okhuozagbon (Fisk Jubilee Singer and Fisk 
University graduate) Ariana Okhuozagbon is a recent 
graduate of Fisk University, where she obtained her 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Biology. Growing up in Houston 
TX, she found her passions among three things: God, the 
arts, and science. With a curious mind, she headed to 
Nashville, knowing she would find a way to intertwine 
those three passions. During her sophomore year, she 
joined the world-renowned Fisk Jubilee singers® and 
continued to serve with them, through song, throughout 

her matriculation at Fisk. As a change agent, Ariana 
believes that health and well-being are human rights and 
has, therefore, made it her life's mission to impact the 
overall health of disenfranchised communities. To work 
towards this goal, she is back in Houston, obtaining her 
master’s degree in Public Health with a focus on 
community health practice at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center. However, her need for God, art, 
and science remains as she continues to find ways they 
intertwine each day. She is thankful for her experiences 
with the Fisk Jubilee Singers®, as she looks forward to all 
that God has in store for her life. 
 
 
Jessica Turk (Program Manager, WNPT) As a Tennessee 
native, Jessica Turk is proud to call the state home.  Jessica 
received her BFA in Drama from NYU’s Tisch School of the 
Arts with a concentration in directing and producing.  After 
working in the city producing concerts at venues such as 
Radio City Music Hall & Carnegie Hall, Jessica returned to 
Nashville to get her MBA from Belmont University with a 
concentration in Entertainment & Music Business.  
Following graduate school, Jessica worked for the Country 
Music Association (CMA) handing logistics for the annual 
CMA Fest & Awards show as the company’s production 
coordinator.  However, it wasn’t until Jessica joined the 
team at Nashville Pubic Television, that she found her true 
purpose, working in public media.  As NPT’s Program 
Manager, Jessica schedules 3 broadcast channels including 
a ten-hour statewide simulcast block called the TN 
Channel, analyzes viewership data, oversees master 
control, handles station relations for NPT’s national 
productions, and produces local content. Most recently, 
Jessica associate produced the documentary, “By One 
Vote: Woman Suffrage in the South” about Tennessee’s 
role in the passage of the 19th Amendment.   

 

 
Champion Partners: 

Amazon 
Bank of America 

 
Education Access Partner: 

Enterprise Solutions 
 

Additional Support by  
Delta Dental of Tennessee and AllianceBernstein 

 
National Distribution support partners: 

HCA Healthcare|TriStar Health 
Curb Records 

 

Tennessee Performing Arts Center thanks our corporate partners for their generous support. 


