
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE FILM 
 

In Walk Together Children: The 150th Anniversary of the Fisk Jubilee Singers®, Dr. Paul T. Kwami and 

his students pay tribute to the original nine members of the Fisk Jubilee Singers. Organized as a choral 

ensemble in 1871 to perform and raise money to support Fisk University, the Fisk Jubilee Singers 

celebrate their 150th Anniversary on October 6, 2021. As the current singers explore the personal stories 

of the trailblazers who paved the way for future generations in Walk Together Children, they reflect on 

their roles as students and preservers of the world-renowned choral group’s rich legacy. Inviting viewers 

to share in their unique bond and learn the significance of the Negro Spirituals and their value in today’s 

culture, the film is a dual concert event celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Fisk Jubilee Singers and 

a call to action for the bright future ahead for Fisk University and all of Nashville.  

Created in collaboration with Dr. Kwami and director Jon Royal, the film is produced by the nonprofit 
Tennessee Performing Arts Center (TPAC), which has presented in-person performances by the Fisk 
Jubilee Singers to more than 10,000 students as part of its annual Season for Young People. 

 
“TPAC is proud of its arts partnership with the Fisk Jubilee Singers over the last 14 years, and 
we’re honored to support the 150th Anniversary celebration for this Nashville and national 
treasure. Pivoting to filmed performances and virtual arts presentations last year provided a 
unique opportunity to share the rich history and exceptional artistry of the Fisk Jubilee Singers 
with a broader audience, and we’re excited to extend the celebration even farther to cities across 
the country in a way that this storied ensemble deserves.” 

▪ Jennifer Turner, TPAC President and CEO 
 

“Our collaboration with Tennessee Performing Arts Center is the longest educational program 
we’ve had during my tenure as Musical Director of the Fisk Jubilee Singers,” says Dr. Kwami. 
“The filming and distribution of this project now enables us to share our rich history and unique 
music with people around the globe. My students and I are very grateful to Roberta Ciuffo-West 
and her staff for donating the beautiful costumes to the Fisk Jubilee Singers. Our song, ‘The 
Blessing’ remains our eternal expression of gratitude to TPAC. A bright future is ahead of our 
institutions as we thrive and enrich lives through the arts.” 

▪ Dr. Paul T. Kwami, Musical Director for Fisk Jubilee Singers 
 

  



Walk Together Children is supported by contributions from Amazon, Bank of America, Enterprise 
Solutions, and Delta Dental of Tennessee. 

 
“The story of the Fisk Jubilee Singers is deeply intertwined with Nashville’s history and its 
distinctive role as a music and cultural capital. Amazon has received such a warm welcome from 
our neighbors as we have continued to grow here in Music City. We’re excited to have the 
opportunity to give back by furthering our investment in the arts and helping share the Fisk 
Jubilee Singers with new audiences by supporting the release of the film.” 

▪ Courtney Ross, Amazon’s Nashville Senior Manager of External Affairs. 
 

“Bank of America is thrilled to help TPAC capture and preserve the talents of the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers in this new performance film. This is one of many ways Bank of America is committing 
$1.25 billion over the next five years to advance racial equality and economic opportunity. We 
appreciate TPAC’s commitment to equality in the arts and look forward to sharing the voices of 
the Fisk Jubilee Singers with audiences far and wide.” 

▪ Tyson Moore, President, Bank of America Nashville 
 
 
 

 

ABOUT FISK JUBILEE SINGERS 
Organized as a choral ensemble in 1871, the Fisk Jubilee Singers® have played an essential role in 
introducing and sharing the tradition of the Negro spiritual with the world. This remarkable ensemble has 
traveled the world singing sacred songs and raising funds to support Fisk University for the past 150 
years. Today, the ensemble continues to perform globally and is comprised of Fisk University students 
who are selected annually through an audition process. The ensemble has been inducted into the Music 
City Walk of Fame and the Gospel Music Hall of Fame. In 2008, the Fisk Jubilee Singers were also 
awarded the National Medal of Arts, the nation’s highest artistic honor by President George W. Bush.  
 
In addition to commemorating the 150th Anniversary of their founding with a year-long celebration of 
events, the world-renowned choral ensemble is celebrating its 2021 GRAMMY® for Best Roots Gospel 
Album for their recently released album, Celebrating Fisk!, produced with Curb Records. The album is a 
collection of 12 songs that beautifully represent and communicate the powerful and vibrant history of Fisk 
University and the Fisk Jubilee Singers. It features the ensemble performing from the stage of Nashville’s 
Ryman Auditorium with guest appearances by Ruby Amanfu, Keb’ Mo’, CeCe Winans and more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ABOUT FISK UNIVERSITY 
Founded in 1866, Fisk University is a private, liberal arts university located in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Consistently recognized for its brand of academic excellence, Fisk is ranked No. 6 on the Top 10 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) in the 2019 U.S. News & World Report. Fisk also 
ranked No. 1 in the nation among HBCUs for social mobility and No. 3 in the nation for research 
expenditures among small liberal arts colleges. Fisk university is deeply committed to student leadership, 
success and service. Fisk excels at preparing our highly motivated student body for elite graduate 
schools and outstanding careers. From the classroom to the boardroom, a Fisk education gives students 
the tools to turn their passions into careers and prepares them to make a difference in the world. To learn 
more, visit www.fisk.edu. 

 
 



ABOUT TENNESSEE PERFORMING 

ARTS CENTER 
Since 1980, this nonprofit has welcomed more than 14 million audience members and served more than 
1.8 million students, teachers and adults with performances at TPAC, teacher resources, professional 
development opportunities, classroom residencies and enrichment programs. Each year, TPAC serves 
several hundred thousand audience members with its HCA Healthcare/TriStar Health Broadway at TPAC 
series, a variety of special engagements, and the productions of three resident artistic companies – 
Nashville Ballet, Nashville Opera and Nashville Repertory Theatre. TPAC’s mission is to lead with 
excellence in the performing arts and arts education, creating meaningful and relevant experiences to 
enrich lives, strengthen communities, and support economic vitality. Institutional sponsors for TPAC 
include Nissan North America, HCA Healthcare/TriStar Health and Coca-Cola. TPAC is funded in part by 
support from the Tennessee Arts Commission and the Metropolitan Nashville Arts Commission. As 
TPAC’s Official Health and Safety Partner, HCA Healthcare/TriStar Health is helping to build resilience in 
the performing arts community and guide the safe return to live performances and enriching arts 
experiences at TPAC for artists, patrons, staff, and volunteers. 

 


