
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 



 Walk Together Children:  
The 150th Anniversary of the Fisk Jubilee Singers®  

TPAC’s 2020-21 Season for Young People  
April 2021 

 
 
In Walk Together Children: The 150th Anniversary of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, Dr. Kwami and his current students pay tribute to the 
original nine members of the Fisk Jubilee Singers and reflect on their roles as students and preservers of this rich legacy. By exploring 
the personal stories of the trailblazers who paved the way for future generations of this world-renowned ensemble, they invite 
viewers to learn the significance of the Negro Spirituals and their values in today’s culture and share in the unique bond of this 
special choral ensemble. A dual concert event celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Fisk Jubilee Singers, the film is also a call to 
action for the bright future ahead for Fisk University and all of Nashville. 
 

“Our collaboration with Tennessee Performing Arts Center is the longest educational program we’ve had during my tenure 
as Musical Director of the Fisk Jubilee Singers,” says Dr. Kwami. “The filming and distribution of this project now enables us 
to share our rich history and unique music with people around the globe. My students and I are very grateful to Roberta 
Ciuffo-West and her staff for donating the beautiful costumes to the Fisk Jubilee Singers. Our song, ‘The Blessing’ remains 
our eternal expression of gratitude to TPAC. A bright future is ahead of our institutions as we thrive and enrich lives through 
the arts.” 
 
Dr. Paul Kwami 
Musical Director, Fisk Jubilee Singers 

 
 
 
 

 
The Jubilee singers are the primary reason that Fisk University survived its institutional infancy. That fact is indisputable. 
Had those first nine students not embarked on a tour in 1871, the oldest surviving college in Nashville, TN may not have lasted 
beyond America’s Reconstruction period. When I started working on this film, the thing that I really wanted to investigate was what 
held that ensemble, and all of the subsequent groups of Jubilee Singers together? After interviewing several of their current 
members there were two things that they repeatedly brought up 1) The legacy that they were a part of, and felt a responsibility to 
uphold, and 2) The familial bond that they share as a unit. This concert film is about those two finer threads that have served to knit 
this tradition together for the last 150 years. Hopefully this piece will provide a window into the lives of the original nine singers. This 
is THEIR legacy. And the bond? That can truly be best expressed by the words of longtime Music Director of the Jubilee Singers, Dr. 
Paul T Kwami. While interviewing him, I expressed my affinity for the spiritual Walk Together Children, and the fact that I knew they 
sang that song during the civil rights movement. He told the following story about why he chose to include that song in this concert: 

“I have a mentor. He teaches at St. Olaf’s College. I watched him in a masterclass as he taught this particular song. And 
there's a demonstration that he did, which sticks in my mind. He was actually using the demonstration to help his students 
determine the tempo of the music. That is, imagine two slaves chained together. One has their left foot chained to the right 
foot of the other. Then they have to walk together. Even though he was using it to help his students determine the tempo 
of the music, I immediately saw it as unity. For people to be able to walk together, there has to be love. Yes, people can 
walk together without love. But what do you think will happen at the end? They will get into a fight. All right? But in this 
case, talking about this song, I see the expression of true love. In order for people to walk together, even when they are 
tired or if they're walking together and run into adverse situations, they will always help each other. That's how I see that 
song. And I taught that song for this academic year's Jubilee Day. And the reason I chose this particular song for this year is 
we know there has been a lot of unrest, not only in the United States, but in different parts of the world. I believe unrest is 
caused when there is lack of true love. So I chose Walk Together, Children… just to remind us to walk in love.” 

Friends, this film is a call to action to walk in love. Walk in love through adversity the same way those nine souls did in 1871. Walk in 
love as the current ensemble does today. Let’s keep doing the hard work of walking in love into the future.  

 
Jon Royal 
Director 

  



 
 
 
FILM CREDITS 
Producer/Director  JON ROYAL  
Producer   DONA SPANGLER  
Producer   DR. PAUL T. KWAMI  
Editor    LORI PETERSEN WAITE  
Director of Photography ROGER PISTOLE  
     
Narration by PENELOPE FELDER-FENTRESS     
     
The Living Portrait       
CREATIVE DIRECTION and SCRIPT  DR. PAUL T. KWAMI    
 
CAST     
Ella Sheppard  KENNEDI HALL  
Minnie Tate  KRISTEN OGUNO  
Maggie Porter   TRINITY HERVEY  
Eliza Walker  ARIANNA OKHUOZAGBON  
Jennie Jackson  CORTNEY TOWNS  
Greene Evans  TORY WESTBROOK  
Thomas Rutling  KEMANI IWU  
Benjamin Holmes JEFFREY CASEY  
Isaac Dickerson  HEZEKIAH ROBINSON  

 

Members of the 2021 Fisk Jubilee Singers pose for a self-
portrait during filming at the Tennessee Performing Arts 
Center in March 2021.                              Photo by Kristen Sheft  

 

  



2020 Fisk Jubilee Singers®  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kennedi Hall 
Kristen Oguno 
Trinity Hervey 
Arianna Okhuozagbon 
Cortney Towns 
Tory Westbrook 
Kemani Iwu 
Jeffrey Casey 
Hezekiah Robinson 
Andrew Davis 
Micah Showers 
De Juan Jackson, Jr. 
 

Eren Brooks 
Chelseai Cunningham* 
Anthony Kennedy* 
 
Singers not pictured who performed in the film:  
Jada Spight  
Hezekiah Robinson  
Allen Christian ‘19 
 
*did not appear in the film 

 

 
  



The Fisk Jubilee Singers 
Organized as a choral ensemble in 1871, the Fisk Jubilee Singers® have played an essential role in introducing and sharing 
the tradition of the Negro spiritual with the world. This remarkable ensemble has traveled the world singing sacred songs 
and raising funds to support Fisk University for the past 150 years. Today, the ensemble continues to perform globally and 
is comprised of Fisk University students who are selected annually through an audition process. The ensemble has been 
inducted into the Music City Walk of Fame and the Gospel Music Hall of Fame. In 2008, the Fisk Jubilee Singers were also 
awarded the National Medal of Arts, the nation’s highest artistic honor by President George W. Bush. Most recently, the 
Fisk Jubilee Singers won a 2021 GRAMMY® for Best Roots Gospel Album for “Celebrating Fisk! (The 150th Anniversary 
Album).” 
 
Since 1871, the Fisk Jubilee Singers have had 16 musical directors. Mr. George L. White was the first. He named the 
singers Fisk Jubilee Singers after the biblical reference (Leviticus 25) to the year of the “jubilee” in which Hebrew 
Law required that all slaves be set free. Jubilee became a term applied to the choral style of singing these 
traditional melodies, and it was adopted in the names of most groups who sang in this style. (Source: Singing Our 
Song Educator Kit) 
 
Fisk University and the Jubilee Singers 
In 1866, barely six months after the end of the Civil War and just two years after 
the Emancipation Proclamation, three men (John Ogden, Reverend Erastus Milo 
Cravath, and Reverend Edward P. Smith) established the Fisk School in former 
Union Army barracks. These men shared a dream of an educational institution 
that would be open to all, regardless of race, and would measure itself by "the 
highest standards, not of Negro education, but of American education at its 
best."  
 
However, only five years after it opened, the school was in dire financial straits. 
Hoping to raise money to save the school, Fisk treasurer and music professor 
George L. White gathered a small group of students and set out on a concert 
tour, taking the entire contents of the University treasury with them for travel 
expenses.  
 
During their concert tours, the Jubilee Singers introduced much of the world to 
the spiritual as a musical genre. In the process, they also raised funds to 
preserve their University and build Jubilee Hall (pictured right), the South's first 
permanent structure built for the education of black students. Today, Jubilee 
Hall, designated a National Historic Landmark by the US Department of Interior 
in 1975, houses a painting of the Jubilee Singers, commissioned by Queen 
Victoria during the 1873 tour as a gift from England to Fisk. 
 
Response to the Jubilee Singers 
In their historical context, the Jubilee Singers made quite a political statement. Surprise, curiosity and some hostility were 
the early audience response to these young black singers who did not perform in the “minstrel fashion,” a blackface 
spectacle with racist overtones which was common during this time period. In fact, the Jubilee Singers made a point of not 
including any of the jokes, dances, or popular tunes that would have been associated with the minstrel show. Even more 
impressive for the time period, they insisted on performing for integrated audiences, performed songs with pointed 
meanings, and would not accept discriminatory treatment while on tour. Standing firm in their beliefs, the Jubilee Singers 
continued to tour and sing, regardless of the obstacles they faced. They broke racial barriers in the US and abroad, all the 
while raising money in support of their school. It wasn’t easy, but eventually skepticism was replaced by the standing 
ovations and critical praise the students deserved. 
 

The Living Portrait 
In 1871, the original nine Fisk Jubilee Singers gathered for a group portrait. The Civil War had ended only six years earlier, 
and the choir was preparing a performance tour to raise money for their school. The day they departed, October 6, is now 
celebrated as Jubilee Day in their honor.  

 
 



 

 

The Original Fisk Jubilee Singers 1871 

  
 
  
 
 

 
Ella Sheppard b 1851 Soprano 

Ella Sheppard’s father bought her out of slavery when 
she was three years old and fled to Cincinnati. At 15 she 
came to Tennessee to be a teacher, then used her small 
earnings to enroll at Fisk University. She was 17 years old 
when the Fisk Jubilee Singers left for the first tour. She 
continued with all three tours of the US and Europe and 
became Assistant Director of the Singers. After she 
married in Washington DC, Ella and her husband settled 
in Nashville where she became a prominent speaker on 
African American and Women’s Issues. Ella Sheppard is 
buried in Nashville’s Old City Cemetery. 
  

 

 

 

 

Jennie Jackson b 1852 Soprano 

The granddaughter of a man enslaved at the home of 
President Andrew Jackson, Jennie Jackson was born free 
because of a deathbed decree from her mother’s slave 
holder. In fear of being re-enslaved, they fled into hiding. 
She joined the Fisk Jubilee Singers in 1872 where she was 
recognized for her outstanding soprano voice. Jennie 
performed with the singers for five years.  She continued 
to sing and lived in Cincinnati with her husband until her 
death in 1910.  
  

 

 

 

 

 Studio group portrait of the Fisk Jubilee Singers c. 1871 
Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, Alfred Bendiner 
Memorial Collection, [reproduction number, LC-DIG-ppmsca-11008] 
 

From left: Minnie Tate, Greene Evans, Isaac Dickerson, Jennie Jackson, Maggie Porter, Ella Sheppard, Thomas Rutling, 
Benjamin Holmes, and Eliza Walker 



 

Maggie Porter b 1853 Soprano 

Born a slave in Lebanon, Tennessee, Maggie Porter’s 
family was freed by the Emancipation Proclamation. As a 
teenager she was able to attend school, teach, and then 
enroll at Fisk for two years. She went on to teach in other 
schools for freed slaves. George White asked Maggie to 
return and join his choir soon to depart on tour. She 
toured with the Fisk Jubilee Singers for seven years and 
remained in Germany before returning to Nashville. With 
her husband she had a successful career singing with 
former Jubilee Singers and toured the US, Canada and 
Europe. Maggie and her husband settled in Detroit, and 
at her death in 1942 she was the last living member of 
the original nine singers. 
 

Minnie Tate b 1857 Alto 

Minnie Tate, the youngest of the original Jubilee Singers 
was born in Nashville, Tennessee. Her grandmother had 
been enslaved in Mississippi, and upon emancipation the 
family headed toward Ohio, but settled in Tennessee. 
Minnie was born after her mother moved to Nashville. 
She was educated in her mother’s home which she had 
opened as a school for other black children. She was 16 
years old when she departed on the first tour to Europe.  
 
Eliza Walker b 1857 Alto  

Born into slavery near Nashville, Mary Eliza Walker joined 
the Fisk Jubilee Singers at age 13. She toured with the 
choir then married a fellow Fisk Jubilee Singer, Thomas 
Crump. While living in Nashville the couple performed 
together and organized other local performers for 
concerts. Later they moved to Chicago where Thomas 
was a Pullman Porter. They lived in Chicago and Eliza 
managed the Walker Jubilee Singers who also toured 
performing many of the same repertoire.  
 

Isaac Dickerson b 1852 Tenor  

Orphaned at the age of five, Isaac Dickerson lived his 
early life enslaved in Wytheville, Virginia. After he was 
freed, he made his way to Chattanooga, learned to read 
and write, and attended a mission school in Memphis 
that was burned in the Memphis Riot of 1866. After a 
short time working as a teacher, he came to Nashville to 
attend Fisk, and joined the singers in their first tour of 
the US and Britain. While on tour he was invited to 
attend school at the University of Edinburgh where he 
became a minister and stayed to preach in London. He 
died suddenly at age forty-eight, remembered fondly by 
his congregation and choir.  

Thomas Rutling Tenor 

Born into slavery in Wilson County, Tennessee Thomas 
Rutling learned to read and write from his sister after his 
plantation owner was captured by the Union Army. He 
was later recommended for entry to the American 
Missionary Association’s Fisk School. He earned his 
tuition by waiting tables for Fisk’s teachers, a skill he had 
learned in his former plantation’s dining room. Rutling 
was asked to join the tour in 1871 and continued with 
the Fisk Jubilee Singers for seven years in all of their 
tours. Following the tours, he returned to Europe, 
became a voice teacher and began arranging and 
performing in churches. He remained in Europe and lived 
in England until his death on April 26, 1915. 
 
Greene Evans b 1848 Bass  

Born into slavery on a large plantation near Memphis, 
Tennessee, Greene Evans was emancipated following the 
Civil War. He attended school and worked in Memphis, 
then came to Nashville and Fisk University in 1872. Evans 
participated in the first tour of the Fisk Jubilee Singers 
and was admired not only for his singing but also for his 
oratorical skills. Following the tour, he returned to 
Memphis to work as deputy wharf-master and was 
elected to the Memphis City Council. Later he served for 
two years in the Tennessee General Assembly. With his 
wife and young daughter, Greene Evans moved to 
Chicago where he lived until his death in 1914.  
 
Benjamin Holmes b 1846 Bass  

Benjamin Holmes arrived in Chattanooga, Tennessee 
after being sold from his birthplace in Charleston, South 
Carolina. While in Chattanooga, Holmes worked in his 
new owner’s hotel and by age 14 he had learned to read 
and write. Three years later in 1863 when the Union 
Army occupied Chattanooga, Holmes volunteered his 
service to General Jefferson Columbus Davis for the 
duration of the war. After returning to Tennessee he 
worked for a barber, then came to Nashville for 
education at Fisk University. He taught in local schools to 
earn his tuition. Holmes toured with the Jubilee Singers, 
but ultimately quit the group after clashes with the 
director George White. Benjamin Holmes died in 
Nashville at the young age of 28. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  



  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
"Done Made My Vow to the Lord" 

Traditional 
Arrangement by John W. Work III 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Tory Westbrook, Tenor 
 

"The Blessing" 
Written by: Paul Theophilus Kwami (BMI) 

Performed by: Paul T. Kwami 
& Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Courtesy of Paul Kwami Music 
 

"Down By the Riverside" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by Paul T. Kwami 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Trinity Hervey, Alto 
 

"Steal Away to Jesus" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by Thomas Rutling 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

 
"Show Me the Way" 

Traditional 
Arrangement by Thomas Rutling 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

 
"Reign, Master Jesus" 

Traditional 
Arrangement by Thomas Rutling 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Kennedi Hall, Soprano 
 

"Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by Paul T. Kwami 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Kennedi Hall, Soprano 
 

"Rockin' Jerusalem" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by John W. Work III 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Cortney Townes, Soprano 

 
 
 

 
"Talk About a Child that Do Love Jesus" 

Traditional 
Arrangement by William L. Dawson 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Kennedi Hall, Soprano 
 

"Run, Mourner Run" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by John W. Work III 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Ariana Okhuozagbon, Alto 
Kennedi Hall, Soprano 

 
"Rise! Shine! For Thy Light is A-Comin'" 

Traditional 
Arrangement by John W. Work III 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Cortney Towns, Soprano 
 

"The Gospel Train" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by Thomas Rutling 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Ariana Okhuozagbon, Alto 
 

"I'm A-Rolling" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by Thomas Rutling 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

 
"Rock My Soul in the Bosom of Abraham" 

Traditional 
Arrangement by John W. Work III 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

Jada Spight, Soprano 
 

"Heav'n, Heav'n" 
Traditional 

Arrangement by H.T. Burleigh 
Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

 
"Walk Together Children" 

Traditional 
Arrangement by Moses Hogan 

Performed by Fisk Jubilee Singers 

  



 

About the Creative Team  
 
Dr. Paul Kwami D.M.A. (Musical Director) – Professor Paul T. Kwami is the Musical Director of the multi-award-winning Fisk 
Jubilee Singers® and Coordinator of the Fisk University Music Discipline. Kwami was born in Ghana, West Africa, into a 
musical family with his father becoming his first music teacher. He studied music at Ghana’s National Academy of Music and 
taught there until immigrating to the U.S., becoming a student at Fisk University where he joined the Fisk Jubilee Singers®. 
He studied music at Western Michigan University and graduated with the Master of Music degree. He received the Doctor 
of Musical Arts Degree from the American Conservatory of Music. In the spring of 1994, Kwami served as part-time director 
of the Fisk Jubilee Singers® and became the full-time musical director in the fall of 1994. He is the first African to direct the 
ensemble, the first to hold the Curb-Beaman Chair position and the first named as the Mike Curb Jubilee Singers Endowed 
Chair. During Kwami’s tenure, the Fisk Jubilee Singers have received several awards including the first GRAMMY®, the first 
Dove Award, the Recording Academy Honors and the 2008 National Medal of the Arts. The ensemble also has been 
inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame, the Music City Walk of Fame and the American Classical Music Hall of Fame. 
He is the Executive Producer of the Fisk Jubilee Singers’ recordings, “Rise, Shine, Fisk Jubilee Singers Live in Concert.” He is 
the Co-Executive Producer of “In Bright Mansions” and “Fisk Jubilee Singers® Celebrating Fisk!” the 150th Anniversary 
album. Under his directorship, the Fisk Jubilee Singers have performed in many great venues in Italy, Spain, Bahamas, the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Ghana and the United States of America.  
 
Jon Royal (Producer/Director) – Jon Royal is a director, teacher and facilitator based in Nashville, TN. In 2019, he was 
named Best Theatre Director by the Nashville Scene. Over the past 20 years, Jon has worked with Nashville Shakespeare 
Festival, Nashville Children’s Theatre, Nashville Repertory Theatre, Actor’s Bridge Ensemble, Street Theatre, Nashville 
Opera, People’s Branch Theatre and other organizations. His past directing credits include: “Pipeline,” “Topdog/Underdog,” 
“Smart People,” “Ghost (World Premiere),” “And In This Corner: Cassius Clay,” “Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott,” “Othello,” “Passing Strange,” “Colored Museum,” “Hairspray,” “Once on this Island,” “Twelfth Night,” 
“Conference of the Birds,” “Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “Spoon River Anthology,” “As You Like It,” “The Butterfly,” 
“Hanging Mary (World Premiere),” “Proof,” “ Jungle Book” and “The Coat.” In the 2004-05 season, he was the directing 
intern for Nashville Repertory Theatre, in which he assistant directed “The Piano Lesson” under Woodie King Jr. Royal is a 
past winner of the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival’s Student Directing Award for the Southeast Region. 
In 2004, he received a fellowship to study with Ming Cho Lee and Constance Hoffman. In 2016, he was a member of the 
Stage Directors and Choreographers Foundation’s National Observership Class, in which he had the privilege of working 
with Liesel Tommy on the Public Theatre’s production of “Party People.” He serves as teaching artist for Tennessee 
Performing Arts Center’s ArtSmart and Disney Musicals in the Schools programs. He is currently the Co-Program Director for 
Shakespeare Center Los Angeles’ Write On program and Nashville Repertory Theatre’s Young Voices Competition.  
 
Dona Spangler (Producer) – Dona Spangler is a Line Producer and Production Manager for film and television based in 
Nashville. She graduated from the University of Kentucky and Queen Mary’s College at University of London with a degree 
and advanced studies in English & Comparative Language. Prior to moving into film and television, she was Managing 
Director of a successful Los Angeles music publishing company and a Director of Repertoire at ASCAP where she co-
produced ASCAP LA Pop Awards. Additionally, Spangler spent several years in artist management and marketing, 
coordinating Farm Aid IV and other benefit concerts in Los Angeles, New York, Chicago and Nashville. In 1998, she moved 
into film and video, producing more than 75 music videos for artists including Taylor Swift, Leann Rimes, Steven Tyler, 
Loretta Lynn and Jack White. In 2001, she expanded into feature films, beginning with “Civil Brand.” As of 2020, she has 
worked in production on 24 films including “42” (Chadwick Boseman, Harrison Ford), “Boulevard” (Robin Williams), 
“Stoker” (Nicole Kidman) and “The Last Castle” (Robert Redford, James Gandolfini). She continues to work in various roles 
as a freelance production person in film and music.  
 
Persephone Felder-Fentress (Narrator) – Persephone Felder-Fentress is an Associate Professor in the area of Humanities 
and Drama at Fisk University where she teaches courses in Public Speaking, Humanities and Theatre. She directs the Fisk 
University Stagecrafters’ and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Academic Magnet High School’s Royal Thespians annual stage 
productions. She currently serves as the Fisk University Beth Madison Howse Mini – College Director, which is a summer 
enrichment camp for children ages 5-12. Felder-Fentress is a professional actress, singer and director. Some of her favorite 
roles include Michelle in “Dreamgirls;” Witch in “Hansel and Gretal;” Marcellina in “The Marriage of Figaro;” Peter Rabbit in 
“Peter Rabbit and Me;” Martha Pentecost in “Joe Turner’s Come and Gone” and Lala in “The Colored Museum.” To her 
directorial credit, “In the Heights,” “Hairspray,” “The Wiz,” “Smokey Joe’s Café,” Grease,” “Intimate Apparel,” “Before it Hits 
Homes,” “Fences,” “Crumbs from the Table of Joy,” and “Once on this Island” are a few of her favorites. As a professor of 
the arts, it is imperative to be a practitioner of one’s craft. Staying active in the business keeps her on her toes to better 
serve her students. Felder-Fentress is a graduate of South Carolina State (College) University with a major in the Teaching of 



 

Drama. She continued her studies of theatre at Southern Illinois University, earning an MFA degree in Acting/Musical 
Theatre. She finds joy in sharing her passion for the arts, specifically theatre, with her many students, past and present. 
Felder-Fentress is married and has two sons, who give her life meaning and purpose.  
 
Loretta Harper (Costume Designer) – From Jack White to the Ryman Auditorium, Steven Tyler to Reba McEntire, Loretta 
Harper is leaving her mark on the music industry one bespoke design at a time. Having started her career in costume design 
for clubs where she was a dancer, Harper’s experience runs the gamut from film, television and music videos to world 
tours, commercial productions, award shows, documentaries, preservation and conservation. A performer herself, Harper’s 
passion for fashion design stems from a deep understanding of the rich history of textiles and the fashion industry, as well 
as what her clients need in order to do their jobs to the best of their ability. “I always take the environment into 
consideration. It is my job to keep my client comfortable at all times. It doesn’t matter if you’re a singer on tour or an 
individual coming to me for a gala gown, if you’re not comfortable in your clothes, you’re not going to be yourself. When it 
comes to designing, I draw my inspiration from whoever the person is that I’m working with. They must be the original who 
stands out and sets the standards,” Harper says. Harper places equal emphasis on historical accuracy and proper 
preservation in her conservation work. She is the textile archivist for the Elvis Presley estate in addition to her full- time 
employment with Reba McEntire, and she has acted as conservationist and consultant on countless historical projects, 
restoring pieces for the enjoyment of generations to come.  
 
Additional film crew: Roger Pistole (Director of Photography), David Mellow (Camera Operator), Paul Cain (Camera 
Operator), Kip McDonald (1st Assistant Camera), Tracy Facelli (2md Assistant Camera), JT Sumner (Digital Imaging 
Technician), Thomas Morrison (Sound Mixer), Nick Palladino (Post Sound Consultant), Tristen Abelson (Post Mixer), James 
Reed (Gaffer), Sondra Nottingham (Hair & Makeup Supervisor), Sandy Jo Johnston (Hair & Makeup Artist), Taylor Martin 
(Hair & Makeup Artist), Tara Keith (Production Coordinator), Jenny Nichols (Assistant Coordinator) and Travis Gillespie 
(Driver).  
 
TPAC crew: Stephanie Weinzapfl (Director of Production), Brent Smith (Lighting Designer and Electrician), Jacob Sanders 
(Production Manager), Timothy Grace (Audio Engineer), Jack French (Education Event Manager), Jim Kelly (Director of 
Security & Safety) and Alan Roberts (Security & Safety Manager) 
 
 
  



 

Sources  
 
Official website of Fisk University: http://www.fisk.edu 
 
Official website of the Fisk Jubilee Singers: http://www.fiskjubileesingers.org/ 
 
Fisk University John Hope and Aurelia E. Franklin Library Special Collections 
 
Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division https://www.loc.gov/item/2010647805/ 
 
American Missionary Association, Publisher, Black, James Wallace, photographer. Jubilee Singers, Fisk University, Nashville, 
Tenn. Tennessee Nashville, None. [Nashville, tenn. : american missionary association, between 1870 and 1880] Photograph.  
 
Jubilee Singers: Sacrifice and Glory, a PBS award-winning television documentary series, produced in 1999 by 
WGBH/Boston. In addition to the film, the website includes biographies, articles, a timeline, and Jubilee Songs with lyrics. 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/singers/ 
 
SINGING OUR SONG Educator Kit: The Teacher’s Guide published by Tennessee Arts Commission, 2015. 
https://issuu.com/tnarts/docs/fisk_jubilee_singers_pdf 
 
Andrew Ward, Independent Contributor for BlackPast.org 
BlackPast.org (www.blackpast.org) is the largest free and unrestricted website on African American history 
currently on the Internet. Founded on February 1, 2007 in Seattle, Washington, the site now has over 10,000 pages 
of information.  
 
Recommended websites to learn more about each singer:  
 
Ella Sheppard  www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/singers-sheppard/ 
Jennie Jackson  www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/jackson-jennie-1852-1910/ 
Maggie Porter   www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/singers-porter/ 
Minnie Tate  www.blackthen.com/minnie-tate-youngest-member-fisk-university-original-jubilee-singers/ 
Eliza Walker  https://usctwillcotn.blogspot.com/2017/02/ 
Isaac Dickerson  https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/dickerson-isaac-1852-1900/ 
Thomas Rutling  https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/singers-rutling/ 
Greene Evans  https://tennsos.org/TSLA/aale/evans.htm 
Benjamin Holmes https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/holmes-benjamin-m-1846-1875/ 
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